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Six Grizzly wrestlers will represent the University of Montana at the Big Sky Confer­
ence finals this weekend at Ogden, Utah, UM coach Larry Hilderman announced Wednesday.
Making the trip will be Willie Clayton, Pat Cheney, Tom Collins, Rick Lau, Mike Mor- 
tensen' or Gary Young and Mike Papich.
Hilderman said the meet is scheduled for this Friday and Saturday at WSC.
The Montana coach said Idaho State is the meet favorite with Montana State second. 
"Actually, I don't see how anyone can touch ISU," Hilderman said.
The Grizzly's best chances for individual titles are a 134 with Pat Cheney and 142 with 
Tom Collins.
Cheney, a junior from Washington, D.C., is 6-3 on the season and will have to beat 
Idaho State's Gene Walker and Idaho's Tom Judd for that w.eight title.
Collins, a Missoula freshman, is 8-0 on the season and will have to defeat ISU's Bruce 
Burnett for the crown.
Willie Clayton will wrestle the 126 lb. class and Rick Lau will be at, 150 lbs. Clay­
ton is 2-8 and Collins is 4-10.
Mike Mortensen and Gary Young have to wrestle off for the 158 lb. division and 
Anaconda's Mike Papich will handle the heavyweight.
Last year Montana finished fourth in the conference meet at Bozeman with 31 points. 
Idaho State, Montana State and Weber finished ahead of the Grizzlies.
Mortensen is the only Tip wrestler back that placed in the 1970 Big Sky finals. He 
took fourth in the 150 lb. class.
Tom Cooper, Doug Robbins and Ron Mehrens graduated and Big Sky heavyweight champion
Larry Miller decided not to compete this season. Miller was undefeated last year.
Montana has not had a full team compete in a meet since the winter quarter began and 
in most instances had to forfeit five or six matches. This made it impossible to win a
meet.
The Grizzlies did manage two defeats of Western Montana and defeated Flathead Valley 
Community College. ###
